|
SURPENTINY LORE. |

Interesting Beientifio Facts About
Polsonous Snalkes, |

DNfferent Effccts of tho Venom of Va-
rious Reptiles—The Deadly Ma-
rine Snakes of the In-
dian Oeenn,

The following facts are given by a
snake scientist, a man, in fact, who
knows what he is talking about. Such
a one is Dr. Leonard Stejneger, in
charge of the reptilian department of
the national musenm at Washington,
lle said to a correspondent of the Los-
Lon Transeript:

“Yon do not admire snakes, I sup-|
pose?  Well, it is all a matter of tuste.
There was Prof. Baird, former seorc- |
tary of the Smithspnian institution.
lie swallowed the poison glands of the |
rattlésnake one day, just to make surc|
that the venom was harmless when
tuken internally, The experiment v s
a risky one; 1 would have ml\'._‘.i!
him against it. At all events, it is|
well that he did not try the poison!
rlands of a cobra.

“You see," continued the doetor,
gently stroking with his finger the|
liead of a harmless living snake to give |
the creature pleasure, “the poisons|
ore different. Each of them contains |
two distinet active principles, one of
which produces local symptoms in ease
of a bite, while the other has a ten-
dency to paralyze the nervous centers
of the vietim. The latter preponder-|
otes in the cobra venom., A wound
made by the tooth of that species of
verpent is o mere puncture and causes
little swelling. The person bitten is
kkilled by paralysis of the nerve centers.
The danger of the rattlesnake bite, on
the other hand, is from mortification
of the injured part, which may pro-
ceed so far that the flesh actually petri-
fles, Cobra poison in its noturnl statol
i's one of those fluids which are able to
pass throngh membrancs, 1 swillowed|
it wonld be apt to go through the
walls of the alimentary tract and got
into the cirenlation in that way.

“That is a python,” he suid, “bat it
is not a very lurgeone. The specios
attains o length of thirty feet and a
dinmeter of o foot.  If [ met soeha
serpent would my reentific knowledge
pive me o better chanee in an enconn
ter with it? Well. porhops. Notwithe
standing my enthusinsm as o collietor,
I would certainly run away if Leould
Supposing that the animal s claed me,
itis probable that [ wonll keep my
wits better thon the aversge citizen |
wonld under such eivevmstances. The |
only thing to do woull be to grasp the |
erenture by the throat and try to]
strangle it.  The other day I yeada
ptatement to the effeet that the proper |
course to pursue in an emergency of |
the kind wus to take hold of the tail|
of the snake and unwind the eonstrict- |
ing coils from that end. In my opinion
that wounld be & poor plan to adopt

- with a python, innsmnch as its tail is

the strongest part of it, being mude
powerful £ holiding on. |
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“The tooth of a rattlestalie or cobra
is to charp an instroment that beneath
4 poworiul mivroseope the peint look:
perfeety smooth, wherens under the
same magnilicr the point of o needle
appenys rough, It often happens that
an igncrant person will remove the
pricen fungs of a venomouns sorpent,
imagining that the operation renders
the animal permanently  harmloss.
This mistalee s apt to give rise to fatal
accidonts.  Within a few days the next
two teeth behind the extracted faug:
move forward und establish o connce: |
tion with the poison glands. Then Lln-!
snnlie is as dangeroas as ever, l"nl:irhi
in Indin uuderstand o more effective |
process.  They ent ot the poison |
glands snd wpply hot irons, dest :;"in;:|
the purts entively.  Even the deadly |
cobra may be rendered in that way as |
innocuous ns o leitten.

“My sciontific ardor has never in:|
duced me to try the effects of snake|
bites onmy own person.  Dut severs]|
of the people attached to the stadf of
the National Museum have been bit|
ten,  Mr. Behindler permitted a coral
snake to bite him in order that li |
might study the results. Our taxiler |
mist, Joseph Palmer, narvowly eseaped|
wnip from a rattlesnnke, which was
torpid and came to life while he was
handling it. Dr. Schufeldt was bitten
by s Gils monster and suffered consid |
crably in conscquence. A man ought|
always to be willing to sacrifice himsell
for the sake of jretting knowledge. A
certain person in the employ of the
Smithsonian institution, whose name 1
will disereetly withliold, found o pes:
nut in the stomach of a Peruvian mume
my and ate it. e wanted to see if any
thing woull hisppen.

“Among the most venomons serpents
in the world are the marine snakes of
the Indiun ocean. They are the dread
of fishermen, and it sometimes happens
that vesoels are alilired to thren? the'y
cables throngeh bareels in order to e
vent the reptiles from swarming on
board, Great nnmbers of them may
often be seen flonting on the surface of
the water as if asleep. They wsre ex-
ceedingly fierce, and will commonly nt-
tack human heings without provoes- |
tion.  The so-ealled *hoopsnalee” is o fa-
vorite snake of the newspapers. 1t is
suid to talke its tail in its mouth and
roll like a hoop.  This helief may be
accounted for by the fact that the snalke
has & way of accoriplishing locomotion
by extending itsclf at full leneth.
bringing its hinder part intoa lonp amd
springing forward, repeating the opor-
ation with such rapidity that to the!
eye it might produce the effect of roll- |
ing hoop-fushion.”

Canmdn’s Fleld Pea Crop.

The field peq is on important erap in
Canada, purtly 1 ecanse it succeeded in |
iocalities whers corn cannot Le rrown |
sl partly beezuse in many localitics
the pea  weevil, which infests pens
jrrown in the stotes, is not known. It
vas Jong the habit of farmers near the
Canada line to send north for seel p.-:;-'l'
free from the weovil,  When Canads |
seed pens were procured ench iy

e or two erops and sometimoes men
could be grown in the statos free feom |
Lngs before the pect world roon oy,

HE NAMED THE TOWN.

A Choking Indlan Desponslble for Keo-
Kuk's Pecveline CoZnomen.

sJust been out in Keokul.,  Hottest
place tn Jown,” #aid o weary traveler
the other doy. “Wonder why they
have such towns on the map. Only
placa there that appears to do any
business is the steam loandry, What
does the name Keokuk mean, any-
wny?!

STndinns named it suid a traveling
man, in the rotunda.

“Wish they hind forgotten to,” sighed
the woary wayfarer

“Beor hear how it came about?"
asled the drummer.

“Never," replied the traveler, as he
sunle, exhansted, into o chair,

“AWell, it was in this way,” said the
commercial man, sitting down. “*Yeuars
wra n lone Indinn walked aeross the
plains looking for gnme and trouble.
He shot o praivie ¢hicken, built a fire
near the river amd coolked his bird on
whit is now the site of Keokuk.”

“Was this in the summer time?”

asled the traveler,

It was,” said the devmmer,
“Don’t see why he needed a fire to

conle a chicken, then”

“Never mind about that, He coolied
his ehicken and proceeded to demolish
it. As he sat upon the river bank en-
roged in this plensing pastime it snd-
lanly occurred to him that some day
there might be n great city built where
o was sitting. '

“The red man was fooled,” said the
traveler,

SWelll eontinned the drummer, not
heeding the interruption, “he thought
wo rive that geeat city & name. and he

rote, the chiclien still in his hand, and
repared to ropister the name with the
vinds of lheaven. Just then o bone
tuels in his thiroat and all he could suy
wits ‘lestekuk. "

Then the two men clinched and the
porter pulled them spurt.

TREE MINES.

A Curlous Industry of Southern Asin—
Loos Eeellent for Coffing.

Omne of the most enrions industries in
the world is the business of mining for
oflin. planks whieh is carvied on in
Upper Tonguin, o portion of the French
possessions 10 sonthenstern Asie, Ina
ertain district in this provinee there
wists o preat undevgrronnd deposit of
wgs. which were prolably the trunlks
A trees engulfed by an enrthquake op
some other eonvulsion of nature at a
somparatively recent peried.

The trees, says the Yonth's Compan-
on, are o species of pine known to the
ditives, and alio to some extent to Eu-

pean commerde, as nom-how. The
veold I almost imperichable, and has
he guulity, cither through its nnture
ras the result of its sonjourn unde-

round, of resisting decay from damp,
~his quality molkes it particularly val-
wble for the manufacture of cofiing,
il for this purpose it is largely ex-
wrted to Burope.

The trees ave often o yord in diame-
or. They nre burfed in sdndy earth
tadepthof from two to eight yards,

thars duge up bp pative labor as de-




